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Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Abodah Zarah, Folio 17a

It was said of Rabbi Eleazar Ben Dordia that he did not leave out any harlot in
the world without coming to her. Once, on hearing that there was a certain
harlot in one of the towns by the sea who accepted a purse of denarii for her
hire, he took a purse of denarii and crossed seven rivers for her sake. As he was
with her, she blew forth breath and said: As this blown breath will not return
to its place, so will Eleazar Ben Dordia never be received in repentance. He
thereupon went, sat between two hills and mountains and exclaimed: O, ye
hills and mountains, plead for mercy for me! They replied: How shall we pray
for thee? We stand in need of it ourselves, for it is said, For the mountains shall
depart and the hills be removed!* So he exclaimed: Heaven and earth, plead
ye for mercy for me! They, too, replied: How shall we pray for thee? We stand
in need of it ourselves, for it is said, For the heavens shall vanish away like
smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment.? He then exclaimed: Sun
and moon, plead ye for mercy for me! But they also replied: How shall we pray
for thee? We stand in need of it ourselves, for it is said, Then the moon shall be
confounded and the sun ashamed.® He exclaimed: Ye stars and constellations,
plead ye for mercy for me! Said they: How shall we pray for thee? We stand
in need of it ourselves, for it is said, And all the hosts of heaven shall moulder
away.* Said he: The matter then depends upon me alone! Having placed his
head between his knees, he wept aloud until his soul departed. Then a bath-
kolP was heard proclaiming: ‘Rabbi Eleazar Ben Dordia is destined for the life
of the world to comeV!’

Rabbi [on hearing of it] wept and said: One may acquire eternal life after
many years, another in one hour! Rabbi also said: Repentants are not alone
accepted, they are even called ‘Rabbi’!

1lsa. LIV, 10

2 bid. LI, 6

3 1bid. XXIV, 23
“1bid. XXXIV, 4

> A heavenly voice

BaBunoHckuit Taamya, Tpakrat ABoaa 3apa, 17a

foBopunu o pabbum dnbasape 6eH [ypaan, YTo OH He OCTaBM/ B MUPE HU OA-
HoM 61yAHMUbI, C KOTOPOM He Bo3/er. Kak-To yc/biwan OH, YTO B 3aMOPCKOM
ropoge ecTb 6aygHuMUa, KOTopasa 6epeT B ynaaTy Leayto MOLHY ANHAPOB. B3an
OH MOLLHY AMHAPOB, OTNPABUCA B NyTb U Nepecek paan Hee cemb pek. B vac
«0BbIYHOrO Aena» NycTuaa oHa BETPbl M CKa3ana: KaK 3Tu BETPbl He BEPHYTCS,
TaK 1 pabbu dnbazap 6eH ypaana — HUKOrAa He NPUMYT ero packasHus.
MoLen oH, cen mex rop cpesm Xo/IMOB 1 CKasan:

— Topbl K XonMbl, nonpocute 060 mHe munocepaua!

Ckaszanu oHu:

— Mpexae Yem NpocUTb 0 Tebe munocepams, byaem NPocuTb o cebe, Kak cKa-
3aHO: «M60 ropbl CABUHYTCA M XONMbI 3aliaTatotca» (Mewasady, 54:10).
Ckasan oH:

— Hebo 1 3emns, nonpocute 060 mHe munocepams!

Ckaszanu oHu:

— Mpexae Yem NPocUTb 0 Tebe munocepams, byaem NpocuTb o cebe, Kak cKa-
3aHO: «Hebeca, KaK AblM, paccetoTca, U 3eMAs, KaK ofexaa, uctneer» (mam
e, 51:6).

CKasan OH:

— ConHue 1 nyHa, nonpocute 060 mHe muaocepama!

Ckaszanu oHu:

— Mpexae yem npocutb 0 Tebe munocepaus, bygem npocutb o cebe, Kak
CKaszaHo: «locpamneHa byaeTt nyHa M NPUCTbIXKEHO byaeT conHue» (mam xee,
24:23).

Ckasan oH:

— 3Be3/bl U co3Be3ans, nonpocute o6o mHe munocepama!

Ckaszanu oHu:

— Mpexae Yem NPocUTb 0 Tebe munocepams, byaem NPocuTb o cebe, Kak cKa-
3aHO: «M UCTNeeT Bce BOMHCTBO HebecHoe» (mam xe, 34:4).

Ckasan oH Torga:

— Bce 3aBMCUT TONBKO OT MeHA.

OnycTWA OH FOIOBY MEX KOJIeH W pa3pasmn/ica pblAaHUAMM, NOKA AyLua ero He
oTnetena. Pasganca toraa HebecHbI rnac v Bosrnacua: pabbu dnbasapy 6eH
Jyppas yrotoBaHa u13Hb B Mupe rpagywem!

3annakan Pab6bu n ckasan: ectb npuobpeTtatowme Mup [rpaaywmii] 3a MHOro
NeT, a ecTb NpuobpeTatowue ero 3a oamH 4ac!

Ckasan Pabbu: mano Toro, YTo MPUHUMAIOT PaCKasaBLUMXCA rPELHNKOB, HO U
Ha3bIBalOT UX «Pabbu».

lepesod Apbe OnbmaHa
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