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DAVID INSAUL'S CAMP (26125 w

distnguished from the northern Jezrel in the region of Gilboa
@9:1)17 For other mariages contracted by David see 2 Samuel
32-5; 5113 112611 Predictably, Saul had made other arrange-
ments for is daughter Michal (44, whom he had previously given
in marriage to David. He may have thought to undermine David's
position by breaking his marriage ti with the royal house. As
as the opportunitypresented tsell David took sieps o have
restored to him (2 Sa. 3:13-16). Gallim (44) was apparently some
distance north of Jerusaem (1. 10:30).
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Ostensibly this chapter is about David's acquisition of one of his
wives, but it serves a far more important function in the way that
it plots a decisive point in David’s psychological development. This
comes about because, although Saul is not so much as mentioned
in the main episode (vv. 1-42), Nabal acts as his surrogate: his
attitude towards David replicates Saul’s, and his untimely demise
prefigures Saul's death at Gilboa.” The Nabal story is wedged
between two accounts of David’s sparing of Saul when he had it
in his power to finish him off, and it addresses the same issue:
revenge by David’s hand, or by God in his own time? In the cave
near En-gedi David permits himself only a symbolic act, when
incited to kill his master there and then (24:4). A similar oppor-
tunity comes later, when David enters Saul’s camp by night; but
on this occasion he rebukes his tempter with the assertion that
God would smite Saul (26:10). While in the camp David does not
even perform a symbolic act of the kind executed at En-gedi. The
key to his apparent insouciance is found in the present narrative,
for, from the contretemps with Nabal, David learns that, if he
withholds the avenging sword, God will act on his behalf (vv. 38f.).
It is once more the question of blood-guilt, and of how David may
reach the throne without incurring Yahweh’s displeasure.

There are, in the chapter, interesting glimpses of social conditions
in southern Judah in the early monarchy.!® David’s own position
has been compared with that of the sometimes parasitical habiru
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who lived on th fringe of scited community lf in various parts
ofthe ear east, and who are requently mentioned i texts of the
second millnium from asfar apart as Egypt and southern Meso-
potamis. % We also gin some insight into the logistical problems
‘which must have been  contollng fctor in David's movemenis
during ths period. o

1.1t was, cvidently, during David's period of outlawry i the
Judacan wildernss that the old prophet Samuel died. With his
‘passing, we would rightly conclude, went any hope of te situaton
between Sauland David being depolarized. n his house: f | Kings
2:34; Manasseh was buried n (he garden of his house, according
102 Kings 2118, and Stoebe (. 46)nieprets the present eference
in the same kind of way. Paran usually refers o an area i the
norhcast of the Sinai peninsula (e. Gn. 21:21). Since the places
mentioned in verse 2 are further (0 the north, there is @ case for
accepting the LXX variant "Maon', s n NIV.

2. Maon: sce on 23241, Carmel was where Saul erccted his
commemorative stle (15:12, .. hearing: se on verses 45

3. A descripion of & pefect mismatch. Abigail s delectable, and
it fo marry u king-n-aiting (vv. 39-47). She has good sense as
wel'as good looks 14 Nabal is correspondingly unatiractv; for
hisname s on verse 25. The Calebite lan to which he belonged
had become aflited (o Judah, and had seted i the area south
of Hebron (/. Jos. 14131 15:13). Becauseofthe simlarity between
the clan name and the Hebrew for “dog’ (kele), and in view of
Nabal'sconduct in the narraivethat follows,some find  peorstive
tone in he was a Calbit: a rel Calebbie (sc) dog’ (Hertzberg),
“a typical Calebite' (Gromback ).

4, Sheep-shearing was & time for celebration,if not actually a
feast day (cf v.8), in the relgi-cultic sense of the term, Compare
Absalom's fstvitis in 2 Samuel 13:23-29. The poll would have
shown how well the flocks had fared during the recent grazing,
and David was hoping that Nabal would be in @ mood 10 repay
past favours.

. ien young men: it was @ substantial hand-out that David was
requesting.

6. RSV glides over a dificult word that comes near the beginring
of the verse. MT lezy could mean ‘to my brothers' (¢ Valgaie)
or could preserve a grecting formula not recorded clsewhere in the
ld Testament, This later suggestion was advocated by th late
Sir Godirey Driver,and is represented in NEB's ‘Al good wishes
Tor the year ahead! 1 NIV Long hf to you! s o the same track.
“There is some support for the idea in the LXX tradition.
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10, 1. His parvanimity notwithstanding, Nabal was technically
in the right, for he had not asked for Davids protection. But
more agreeable individual might have responded diffrently. And
though David's thoughis ran to murder when he heard of the
reception his men had received, the initial approach carried no
menace. Nabal speaks like one of the later rebels against Davidic
Fule (compare v. 10with 2Sa. 20:1),and therein,from th viewpoint
of the narative, lies his real fault. He fails (o recognize who David
i, and, when he talks of runaway servants, he shows perfect
contempt for this erstwhile servant of Saul, We may contrast
‘Abigail'sclear perception of David's destiny, s expressed in verse
28. Nabal is extremely possessive s well, 2 the incidence of my
in verse 11 makes plain. (I this fist-person emphass he strongly
rescmbles that other foolish farmer in Luke 12:16-20).

13, Like some taciturn cowboy hero, David mbilzes his band
and heads for Carmel. four hundred . .. two hundred: 3 wildly
exaggerated response to Nabal's ebulf, . 3091

14-17. Meanwhie, back at the farm, Abigail is informed about
her husband's iniviliy, and about ifs possible conseguences.

14.raied: ‘flw at (cf. NEB) would be bette. In 1519 the same
word s translated ‘swoop’

17. Even a servant may describe his master as a ‘son of Belal
(RSV illnaiured; sec on 1:16), and not receive a cuff from his
‘mistress. This, o doub, is meant to reflct on Nabal's character,
ather than 16 suggest disloyalty on Abigail's part. There simply
s no denying that Nabal is contemptble, so that Abigail herscf
will describe him to David a3 a ‘man of Belal (v. 25). This
alienation between master and servan s also a feature of the
reationship between Saul and his staf, and is one more indication
of the way in which Saul and Nabal are psychologically twinned
(e onv. 19).

1842, From this point on the story is dominated by Abigail
who, by tact and charm, saves her household from calamity. Her
specch, morcover, looks beyond the present exigency (o embrace
the future rule of David, in terms of pure Davidic orthodoxy
comparable with Nathan's oracle in 2 Samue] 7.

15, 19. Abigal's scheme resembles that of Jacob when he was
in a similrly awkward situation: a handsome present (brikd, 1%
v. 27; ¢f. G. 33:11) to induce mollification s sent on shead (cf
Gn. 3213-21) (Bsau was also approaching with a band of four
hundred (Gn. 32:; of. v. 13 here),) Her present may be seen not
‘mercly as repairing Nabal's omission, bt also — in line with the
specch that she will delivr - 25 an acknowledgement of David's
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future kingship (¢f 10:27; 2 Sam. 16:1F). measures (18): the seah,
about one hirdof an ephah (4ppros. ane and a haf gallons). did
ot 1ll(19):agan s the isoation o Nabaln his own houschold
(s on v. 17, Compare 141, and particularly 228 (No one
disloses to me), i the case of Sau,

21, vl for goud: compare Saul's ‘confession i 24:17-21. Such
correspondences encourage us to_think of & measure of role-
dentifcation between Saul and Nabal in the present narrative.

2. Thanks to an unexpected turn of events (w. 231), David
actully forswore himself The possibl implications have been
isplled in the Hebrew tex by resort to th circumlocution, he.
enemies of (Davidy. Sec on 20.16

2325, David,having resoived 0 kil every male v. 22) in Nabal's
Houschoid isconfronted by this personable emale. Aigai’s poy
isto draw the blame on to herel, so making it diffcult for David
to carry out hisintntion. This, at leas, s what is mplicd in RSV
“Upon me alone’ (24). But McCarter (. 398), quoting 2 Samcl
149insupport, claims hat the opening lauseof verse 24 represents
merely a conventional way of nitaing a conversation with a
superior. The guill in question then refers to_ responsibilty for
anything that might be considered blameworihy 1n the cnsuing
nterview.

25, Again Nabal i called a“Balalite (RSV llnatured fllow: .
V. 17), 3 term used of Saul's detrators afte his lection as king at
Mizpah (10:27), and of the rebel Shba in 2 Samuel 20:. A degree
of moral obliquity seems (o be associated with the Hebrew root
vl hemce the occasional prference for ‘Churl (s0 NEB), rather
than “Fool, s the meaning of Nabal's name. Sine i is unlikely
that Nabal's parenis christned him “Churl” (or "Fool). it
possibi tha his actual name has been suppresed. o - perhaps
more probabie  tha the ame has another meaning, in which case
whal we have here is a ‘play of homonyms' 1 Levenson thinks

s word-play invokes an old proverb which has becn
a variant form in Iaiah 32:6.19 The characteisics
of the ool of Issiah 326 ertainly provide s most apt description
of Nabal. S below on verse 37 fo another probabl instance of
wordplay on Nabal

26. I this setin, the verse anicpates David's rlentng, and
also the death of Nabal (¢ 2 Sa. 18:32). McCarter, acordingly.
relocatest between veres 41 and 42. Howerer, whilegranting that
there is some sligh diffiulty with Abigal's saicments t this point
in'the namative, we are not bound {0 assume that David has
formally renounced hi decision (o il or that Nabal i, from the
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standpoiat of the vere, already dead. Abigail's interception of
‘David could have been regarded as sulicient cvidence o Yahweh's
restraint, while, i thereference to Nabal'sdeath, we may be meant
o discern & measure of prophetic foresight i this uncommonly
perspicacious woman. On the other hand, it might be possibl to
interpret. Abigail’s words as merely ‘an imprecation of wrong-
headedness’ on David's enemies.|0 As for McCarter's repositon-

8 Of the verse, his own comment about Abigai speaking ‘a3 if
David himsef were present’(p. 400) shows how unsuited th verse
isto the proposed context.

David’s avoidance of bloodguil i the key issue in the narrative,
just as it i in his reltionship with Saul during the whole of his
Tugitive days. The sparing or Killng of Nabal therefore has its
symbolic aspect, in that David, consciously or otherwise, s even
ow laying the foundation of his future rule (cf. w. 301). Nor
should we forget that the chapter is relating how David acquired
one of his wives, and that late, i the case of Bathsheba, he did
indeed incur blood-guill. In Psalm 51, traditionally ascribed o
David, ates he had been rebuked by the prophet Nathan for his
behaviour with Bathsheba, the pralmist prays, ‘Deliver me from
bloodguitiness, O God"(v. 14)- as well might David have prayed
e miment of Ui, Bt usand (5. 25.1:16-

i

28. Pray forgive; MeCartr interprets this clause as a conven-
tional request for permission 10 speak further (¢ on v. 24), rather.
than a5 an acceptance by Abigailof her husband'slsbilis. She
now proceeds,in what some scholars regard as a Deuteronomistic
interpolation, 2 o speak of the dynasty which God will enable
David to found. The expression sure house (NIV “lsting dynasty ) is
‘s much a product of the oyal Davidic ideology s the ‘everlasting
covenant” of 2 Samuel 23:5; both are rays from the central sun of
the dynastic oracke recorded in 2 Samuel 7, in Nathan's specch to
David (especially v. 16). the bartes of the Lord: f. 18:17. Even
‘while Saul i king t is David who is Yahwel' earthly vicegerent

29, McCarter, folowing N. H. Tur-Sinai,takes MT rdr (RSV.
bundie) 1o mean u “(ied up) document’, s also in Job 14:17. (The
verb sarar is used of the tying up of Isaiah's ‘testimony’ in Is.
£:16) The ‘document of th living’, as MT may then be rendered,
corresponds 10 the "book of the living’of Psalm 69:28 (cf. Is. 3,
Rev. 3:5, eic). Alternatively, the idea may be that David's lf is
kept as securcly as the taly stones in a shepherd’s bag.'1 This
would form a neat contrast with the igure of the sing-stone - with
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it possible echo of 17:40-50 - which is next usd, to desceibe the
te of David's enemie,

30 For an ovrlord to “speak good things (0 a vasal can, s
aious studies of ncar castrn teay terminology have shown,
implythe ofe o  raty relaonship (compare discussions of he
possive sgniicance of 2 Ki. 25.28) 14 According 1o this view,
Abigil ooks orward to th time when God wll bave flflld i
coveaanied promiscs to David in relation 1o the theone. prince
(03310 5 511 9:16; 101, and, ccondin to Gronback, prescs
David as Saul's gitimate succesor 14

31, 33. The issue o the avoidance of blood-gut s ket 1o the
fore s on vrse 26,

3. your disreion: f verse 3

38 graned you petfon . ‘ifted up you face”. Te riing of
th suppliant’sface sigifis his or her dcceptance by the superior
panty. Jacob, as he prepares o meet his wronged brother Esau,
says, “Perhaps he will Lt up my fae’ (Gn. 3220; and se on .
81, above).

36. Nabal, as beis a narmative surrogate for Saul (sec the
iniroducton 1 this chapir), s eneraiing ke a king (o on 2
Sa.13:2). He s otally unaware ofthe Damolean sword hanging
oves his had, o i nothing: s on verss 17, 19,

37, when the wine Aad gon out trats Nabal a5  rabe Cwine-
sin'), (The cxpression s lgimate enough ¢ 97 (the bread has
s00¢ from ou sacks)) Sobernes and sober fcts ae 100 great
Shock for i sstm, which promply sz up

58, Nabal's dath s stated a th result of & divine act, and in
such a way as (0 underline the sigifcance of Nabal i the isory
of David's relaionship with Saul. In 2610 (the Lord will smie
i) what s David doing but etrapolting on his recent experi-
ence with Nabal?

39" has reumd the evldoing: David' atitde s n fo emu-
Jaion by Clrisians (¢ Mt 34348 Rom. 12200). In AV of
2 Timothy 414 Paul's aitude to his adversary, Alexander the
coppersmith is misrepresenied. He sttes  fuc (the Lord wil
oG, ather than invokes revenge (AV the Lord evard).

41, 42, Abigal is carcful 1o rceive David's messengers i the
ime honoured fshion (c. Gn. 154, She has no heitation ebout
becoming David's wife:to what exien she may have been able o
e e e husband's roeryand e 0 David s hard
o jadges

3,44, The Jereel 10 which Ahinoam belonged was in the
same arca a5 Maon and Carme (6. Jos. 15550, and i 10 be





